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Welcome back, everyone. 

Your Board of Trustees are parents and grandparents of school-aged children.  We are St. Albert 
Public families and while we are relieved to have our children back in school next week we have the 
same concerns, and feel the same anxieties many of you have expressed as we return to in-school 
learning. 

It is important for students to be able to learn in person when possible.  Our division has taken all 
available steps to enhance our students' safety while in school.  Earlier today, the division sent a 
message to St. Albert parents detailing the preparations that have been made for a safe and 
successful return.  Comprehensive information about St. Albert Public Schools pandemic response 
and planning is always available on our website. 

To help reassure families about the safe return to school, we wanted to share some highlights of what 
the division has been doing to help protect your children, including: 

• More than 98.5% of division staff have been twice vaccinated, and many of those have had 
their boosters. 

• We continue to monitor all ventilation in the schools. Our facilities staff are following a strict 
filtration and air exchange regimen at each school, including the use of MERV 13 filters. 

• The division will be distributing medical-grade masks and rapid tests to students as soon as we 
receive them from the province. Until they are available, and following the advice of the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, please utilize a well-fitting 3-ply cloth mask which includes a filter. 

• As we recognize that a key piece in keeping our schools open and our students safe is to keep 
our staff healthy, administration has also ordered N95 masks for staff. The division is also 
using a private contractor to provide PCR testing for staff who are symptomatic instead of 
having them wait for testing appointments and results through the public system. 

• We continue to strongly encourage families to keep their children at home when they are 
unwell and to notify their child’s school if they are diagnosed with Covid. 

• While the province is not doing contact tracing, our schools are doing their best to alert parents 
should there be a case of Covid in their child’s class or on their child’s bus. We believe that 
parents need to know this information to be able to make informed decisions. You can follow 
the case numbers in your child’s school on the Covid tracker on our website. 

• The Board continues to advocate for timely and transparent information from the government 
to help guide our school operations. 

https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_969709/File/District-Operations/COVID-19/2021-2022/January%20welcome%20back%20letter.pdf
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_969709/File/District-Operations/COVID-19/2021-2022/January%20welcome%20back%20letter.pdf
https://www.spschools.org/district_operations/covid-19
https://www.spschools.org/district_operations/covid-19/school_covid_tracker
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We believe these measures are making a difference in our ability to keep our schools open.  
However, families need to be prepared for the possibility of quick moves to online learning.  This 
could happen as a result of a provincial government directive, as a result of multiple cases in a 
class/school, or as a result of staffing shortages due to illness.  Our division continues to work hard to 
prevent this, but we need to prepare for any possibility. 

As a Board, we continue to closely monitor the situation and adapt as needed.  We are always 
working towards solutions, advocating on your behalf with provincial authorities for the success of all 
students. 

We appreciate the ongoing kindness and patience you continue to show throughout this long 
pandemic. 

Your Board of Trustees, 
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